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Welcome to the 2022 Kansas Legislative Session. This is the second year of the biennium, so bills and 

resolutions from the 2021 Session carry over to the 2022 Session. In addition, new bills may be 

introduced, continuing with the numbering from last session.  

For a review of common legislative terms, please refer to the Common Legislative Terms list on 

KAC’s website or bookmark this link: https://www.kansascounties.org/legislative/common-legislative-

terms/view 

Summaries of all legislation passed during the 2021 session or special session can be found at 

www.kslegresearch.org under the Publications tab by searching the 2021 Summary of Legislation and 

2021 Legislative Highlights. There is a summary of the 2021 Special Session under the publications 

tab. You can also find helpful resources in the Legislative Briefing Book. Topics of interest covered in 

the 2020 Briefing Book include Elections and Ethics, Redistricting, State and Local Government, 

Taxation and Transportation, among others. 

What Happened This Week 

HB 2531, which deals with the use of county right-of-way, was heard in House Agriculture on Monday, 

February 14. This hearing was rescheduled from Wednesday, February 9. HB 2531 originates out of a 

situation in northwest Kansas, but could have implications statewide. KAC expressed concern for some 

of the logistics involved with this bill. This bill will be worked on Monday, February 21 in the House 

Agriculture committee at 3:30 p.m. It is unclear whether this bill will be blessed (sent to an exempt 

committee so that it is not subject to legislative deadlines). If it is not, Monday is the last day to pass it 

out of committee, as Turnaround Day (the day non-exempt bills have to pass through their house of 

origin) is Thursday, February 24. 

SB 386, which would place some limitations on the fees for copying and staff time under the Kansas 

Open Records Act, was heard in Senate Transparency and Ethics committee on Monday, February 14 

at 9:30 a.m. This bill is already exempt because it was introduced in Senate Ways and Means, so the 

committee is not up against next week’s deadline to work this bill. KAC, the League of Municipalities 

and the Press Association are discussing this bill and working towards a solution that will not hamstring 

KORA compliance with extreme costs borne by counties. 

HB 2619, which would require city and county governments to post the total compensation of elected 

officials on their official website, was heard on Wednesday, February 16, at 9:00 a.m. in the House 

Local Government committee. This bill has not been blessed, so it is subject to next week’s deadline. 

KAC has spoken to the originator of this bill and is working to a potential non-legislative solution. 

The slate of elections bills (SB 351 – regarding electronic pollbooks, SB 390 – regarding election worker 

affidavits, SB 394 – requiring advance ballots be received by 7PM on election day, SB 418 – changes 

to election law by agreement must be approved by LCC, SB 391 – requiring that ballots indicate the 

number of years of incumbency, HB 2585 – requiring advance ballots be received by 7:00 p.m. on 

https://www.kansascounties.org/legislative/common-legislative-terms/view
https://www.kansascounties.org/legislative/common-legislative-terms/view
https://www.kansascounties.org/legislative/common-legislative-terms/view
http://www.kslegresearch.org/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/hb2531/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb386/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/hb2619/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb351/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb390/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb394/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb418/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb391/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/hb2585/


2 | P a g e  
 

election day, SB 445 – Prohibiting Drop Boxes, and HB 2565 – requiring precinct level data to be 

provided within 30 days of final canvas) were all heard this week. KAC only offered testimony on SB 

445 (opposed because several counties just purchased additional dropboxes), but continues to work 

with the Clerks and Election Officials on this slate of legislation. 

Just after this update is written, KAC will testify on SB 466, which will establish certain prohibitions on 

public accommodations related to vaccine status, as well as prohibiting governing bodies of any city or 

county, public officials of any city or county and local health officers from requiring that a person wear 

a face mask based on an epidemic or other public health reason. KAC will oppose this legislation as 

an invasion of local control, as well as taking tools away from public health officials that may be needed 

in the future. 

Finally, the County Treasurers bill on registration and title fees for vehicles (HB 2567) was worked in 

committee this week, and advanced out of committee. KAC is supporting county treasurers in an 

attempt to get this bill passed to help pay for the registration activities, rather than supplementing that 

through the county general fund.  

What’s Coming Next Week 

Next week will be a heavy floor week in the legislature. Most committees will only meet on Monday. 

After that, it is anticipated that both the House and Senate will spend the rest of the week on the floor 

debating bills. This week is especially critical for non-exempt bills, because they will die if they do not 

pass through their house of origin by the end of the day on Thursday next week. 

With that much activity, there is always the possibility for meetings at the rail to move a bill out of 

committee for floor debate. A meeting at the rail is exactly what it sounds like. Legislators will walk out 

of the chamber and meet at the rail in the Rotunda on the third floor of the Statehouse, where they will 

vote on various bills and amendments to bills. These happen very quickly, and often with only a few 

minutes notice. Keep an eye on social media for updates as the floor action takes place next week. 

Bills could be added to the floor schedule at any point in the week, so monitoring the calendar on a 

daily basis will be one of KAC’s main objectives over the next week. If you have not already done so, 

SUBSCRIBE to KAC legislative alerts to stay up to date on what is going on. 

As a reminder, these deadlines only apply to non-exempt committees. Exempt committees like House 

Taxation and Senate Assessment and Taxation, House and Senate Federal and State Affairs, House 

Appropriations, Senate Ways and Means, and House Calendar and Printing are not subject to these 

deadlines. 

Additional Resources 

For daily information on things happening in the Legislature, follow @KansasCounties and @JayHallKS 

on Twitter. 

You can find information on the Kansas Legislature, such as daily calendars, audio links, and bill text 

at www.kslegislature.org.  

You can watch or listen to committee proceedings at: www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/ 

Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ or by following the Kansas Legislature on YouTube. 

2022 Legislative deadlines can be found at: 

http://kslegislature.org/li/documents/2022_calendar_deadline.pdf 
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